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I was both shocked and honored to be named as the new chairman of LWPOA. It is a humbling  

responsibility to follow Gary Cockrell, who was one of the finest men I have had the privilege of  

knowing. I am especially grateful for the way he embraced the concept of Worship on the Water.  

And I will always remember that no matter how tense or cantankerous a situation before the board  

was, Gary always handled it with dignity and calmness. I also want to thank John Triplett for the  

excellent job he did when Gary became to ill to preside.  

 

Reflecting on the message Gary Cockrell wrote last year to the homeowners: “The purpose of  

LWPOA is to enhance, improve and protect the quality of Lake Wedowee.” That is an admirable  

purpose, and an achievable purpose. The question remains though: How can we do this?  

 

The answer lies with YOU! Now is the time for an army of Lake Wedowee Property Owners to get  

fired up to make a difference! So consider yourself called! Now what?  

 

First, get fired up and connect. If you have not visited our website (lakewedoweepoa.com) today  

is the day. If you have neighbors who are not members of LWPOA, then invite them to join...NOW!  

The cost is only $30.00 per year, and just one couple can easily eat that much for free at our two  

annual get togethers! There may not be many bargains in today’s economy, but membership in  

LWPOA is definitely a bargain.  

 

In addition to helping us increase our membership, get fired up and serve. Members have many  

opportunities to serve the Association other than just being on the Board. Want to assist in lake  

activities such as boat shows, ski events, etc?   Call John Triplett at 256-357-0607.  

Have membership questions, need to “sign someone up”, or have suggestions?  Call John Triplett  

or Judy Haley at 256-357-0165. Interested in water quality? Call Jack Duncan at 256-357-4248 to  

see how you can get involved and make a difference.  

 

Have ideas about how to improve our annual get togethers? Call Janice Fluornoy at 256-357-4865.  

Want to assist in the annual lake cleanup?  Call Shelia Smith at 256-357-4700 or Bob May at  

256-357-2656. Interested in enhancing marine radio services on the lake, including on your boat?  

Check with Dave Clark at 256-357-4272. Curious about Kids Fishing Day, then get with Thomas  

Langley at 256-357-2685.  

 

Our association is a wonderful organization. We have the opportunity to preserve our water quality,  

enhance our enjoyment of the lake, and serve our community. To do so though requires involvement  

of the members...and that means YOU! To whom much is given, much is required. We have been  

given this wonderful lake so let’s get fired up and make the upcoming year one of  the best yet for Lake  

Wedowee. I look forward to serving with you.  

 

Oliver Kitchens  

 



L.W.P.O.A. BOARD 
Oliver Kitchens 

Chairperson 
334-885-6512 

oliver@oliverkitchens.com 
 

John Triplett 
Vice-Chairperson 

256-357-0602 
jorobtrip@gmail.com 

 
Jack Duncan 

Treasurer 
256-357-4248 

duncan160@live.com 
 

Tom Garland 
256-357-2706 

lgarland68@aol.com 
 

Janice Flournoy 
256-357-4865 

Janice2005@centurytel.net 
 

Marlon Glover 
770-445-4088 

mbglover1@att.net 
 

Thomas Langley 
256-357-2685 

thomaslangley912@msn.com 
 

Ira Parsons 
256-363-1510 

irapar@centurytel.net 
 

Mellie Parrish 
256-396-5526 

mhpwedowee@gmail.com 
 

Judy Haley, Secretary 
256-357-0165 

 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 

John Triplett 
Membership 

256-357-0602 
jorobtrip@gmail.com 

 
Jack Duncan 
Water Testing 
256-357-4248 

duncan160@live.com 
 

Ira Parsons 
Publicity 

256-363-1510 
irapar@centurytel.net 

 
Sheila Smith 
Lake Cleanup 

256-357-4700 or 256-396-5093 
 

Bob May 
Lake Cleanup 
256-357-2656 

bmay767er@hotmail.com 
 

Dave Clark 
Marine Radio 
256-357-4272 

 
Thomas Langley 
Kids Fishing Day 

256-357-2685 
 
 

FALL LAKE CLEAN UP 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED! 

Be more involved with LWPOA 

We need your help on our committees!  

Please contact a board member and let us know 

your interests 

Treasurer’s Report 

Lake Wedowee cleanup this year starts on September 30th and runs 

through October 3rd.  Mark it on your calendar and pass the word 

around to everyone you know, as we need all the help we can get.  The 

rains we have had over the last few months have ended the long 

drought we have experienced, but along with those rains have come 

tons of trash that washed in to our lake.  From the air, we are seeing a 

big problem on the Big Tallapoosa.  It will require lots of volunteers to 

get it cleaned up.  

  

This year, once again, we will meet at the 48 bridge boat ramp each 

day at 8:00 and be back for lunch shortly after noon.  We may take 

one day and meet at the boat ramp at Fosters bridge.  Alabama Power 

has again donated the use of their garbage barge to help in the 

effort.  We can also expect the community service workers to help out. 

   

Last year we had more people than boats to help out, so if you know of 

anyone that can donate use of their pontoon boat for the cleanup 

effort, please let me know. The Lake Wedowee Property Owners 

Association will furnish the boat gas.  Drinks and food will also be 

provided by local business.  So come on out and meet lots of new and 

dedicated folks trying to make our lake a better place to live and play. 

Please mark it on your calendar and help out as many days as you 

can.  If you don't feel you can go out on the boats for the hard work, 

we can always use volunteers to help out with meals and all sorts of 

other jobs. 

Call me if you need any information about the cleanup. 

thanks 

  

Bob May 

256 357-2656 
 

 

 
Checking  Account Total====$19,500 

 

                               URGENT 

Many of you have not sent in your renewal dues of $30. Your membership runs from 

July to July each calendar year.  Your continued financial support is needed to continue 

the many lake and community programs sponsored by the LWPOA. 

Mail your renewals to the following address: LWPOA  PO Box55, Wedowee, Al. 

The zip code is 36278. Please continue to provide financial support to the many 

programs of the LWPOA that benefit our Lake and community. 

 

Submitted by Jack Duncan 

Treasurer 



Equal Housing 

Opportunity 

September, 26, 2009   9:00 am 

Quarterly Membership Meeting 
Place: Hub Restaurant 

Light Breakfast served 

Speaker: State Representative, Robert Bentley to 

speak on òWater Warsó 

September, 30, 2009  thru October 3, 2009 

Time: 8:00 am until noon 

LWPOA Fall Lake Clean Up 
Meet at Hwy. 48 Bridge Boat Ramp 

September 26, 2009    8:00 am 

LWPOA Board Meeting 
The Hub Restaurant 

November 10, 2009      4:00 pm   

LWPOA Board Meeting 
Chimney Cove Clubhouse 

December 9, 2009     4:00 pm 

LWPOA Board Meeting 
Chimney Cove Clubhouse 

October 13, 2009    4:00 pm 

LWPOA Board Meeting 
Chimney Cove Clubhouse 



Newsletter Graphics by Marlene Parsons 

If you have any questions please contact Sheila 

Smith Corp. Real Estate 

Office 256-396-5093 

All beaded Styrofoam must be removed 

from the lakebed by January 1, 2010 

A permit is required, but no permit fee will be 

charged for replacement of floatation only. 

 Alabama Power Company Shoreline Management 

SUMMER PICNIC 

We had all the ingredients for the Annual Summer Picnic: good weather, good food and good music. 

In addition, door prizes of a float plane ride donated by Bob May, one year’s membership to the LWPOA and a gift certificate 

to Wedowee Landscape and Nursery were given. 

The Board would like to thank Bob for his donation of the plane ride, the Rice Family for use of the pavilion and  preparing the 

barbeque and trimmings and those who helped with the cleanup.  The efforts of all who attended made the afternoon successful 

and we thank you. 

Plans are already being made for next year.  If you would like to serve on a planning committee, please contact Janice 

Flournoy  or Mellie Parrish.      

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

 

We are currently at 667 members! Still a ways to go to reach our goal of 1100 by 2010. And it has helped to send out a 

mailer to all nonmember lake property owners as well as increase our visibility thru several events. But we can use 

everyone's help to get the word out. Please consider making copies of the membership forms (you can get them at our 

website- LakeWedoweePOA.com) or contact Judy Haley or myself and we can get them to you. Membership is 

extremely important as we move thru the future with all the discussion on water that's going on. The more we have, the 

greater our voice. Thank you for your membership as always. John Triplett- Membership Chairman 



WANT TO BE A COMMITTEE MEMBER? 

Be more involved with LWPOA 

We need your help on our committees!  

Please contact a board member and let us know your 

interests 

 Recent New Members 
 

 

 

Apostle, Charlie & Lemoyen, 85 Amanda Drive, Wedowee, AL 36278   

Barrett, Steve & Tonette, 107 Riverpoint Dr., Wedowee, AL 36278     

Berard, Bill & Simone, 256 Hidden Lake Dr., Carrollton, GA 30116     

Blalock & Allen & Janet,  582 Ribbon Lane, Conyers, GA 30094     

Brock, Tom & Pat, P O Box 907, Anniston, AL 36202       

Douglas, Pete & Amanda, 5792 Fairwood Trace, Acworth, GA 30101   

Dupree, Fred & Sara, 25 Willoughby Run, Sharpsburg, GA 30277     

Farmer, Larry, 3052 Bomar Road, Douglasville, GA 30135     

Ferebee, William & Nan, 139 Peninsula Dr., Wedowee, AL 36278     

Furtick, Steve & Karen, 198 Wysteria Circle, Oxford, AL 36203     

Gaddy, Donald & Raye, 5175 Trace Crossings Dr., Birmingham, AL 35244   

Grady, Jim & Carri, 3808 Imperata Dr., Viera, FL 32955       

Green, Patrick & Lynne, 5359 Steeple Chase, Douglasville, GA 30125   

Greer, Kelly & Kris, 534 Owl Creek Dr., Powder Springs, GA 30127   

Johnson, Joia, 2625 Bitting Rd., Winston Salem, NC 27104     

Kovac, John & Jana, 838 Lake Ave, Atlanta, GA 30307       

Lally, John & Cathy, 1303 Citadel Drive, Atlanta, GA 30324     

Lowe, Bill & Cathy, 130 Hanover Circle, Fayetteville, GA 30214     

Marlow, Duane & Sandra, 187 Hopewell Road, Roopville, GA 30170   

McCain, Vera & Rosalind Fuller, 1713 29th Street, Valley, AL 36854   

Moore, John & Geraldine, 905 Company Street, Wetumpka, AL 36092   

Palomares, Claudia & Juan Ohiera, 475 Pool Road, Hiram, GA 30141   

Patuka, Paul & Kerry, 9024 River Bend Ct., Villa Rica, GA 30180     

Pruett, Eddie & Alison, 194  Daisy Dr., Wedowee, AL 36278     

Reese, James & Dina, 11295 Bowen Rd., Roswell, GA 30075     

Robinson, Mike, Dr., & Andrea, 2441 County Road 240, Wedowee, AL 36278   

Seeman Howard & Jana, 101 Hickory Chase, Carrollton, GA 30117 

Thompson, Charles & Lysta, 651 Old Carrollton Rd. Newnan, GA 30263 

  

Tranum, Mike & Dianne, 191 Peninsula Dr., Wedowee, AL 36278     

Tucker, Chuck & Elaine, 115 Chatsworth PL., Newnan, GA 30265     

Turner, Susan, 302 Vinings Forest Circle, Smyrna, GA 30080     

Vigneux, Andrew, 2240 Ottawa River Dr., Toledo, OH 43611     

Waldrep, Pierce & Karen, 104 Ole Hickory Dr N, Carrollton, GA 30117   

Watson, James & Doris, 5010 Lakemont Dr., Doulasville, GA 30135   

White, Jo Ann, 9206 Saddlebrook Way, Douglasville, GA 30135     

Whorton, Michael & Vicki, 1812 Danforth Dr, Marietta, GA 30062     

Wilson, Dwayne & Tracy, 786 Coleman Mill Rd., Carrollton, GA 30116   

                

                

                



                             NATURE’S AUTUMN COLOR SHOW IN THE LAKE WEDOWEE AREA 

 

                                                                                           By  Don C. East 
 

     In an earlier issue of our newsletter, I submitted a sketch of Mother Nature’s springtime color show. In this issue, I would like to 

bring you an insight into the second act of nature’s color show in our beautiful region of the state.  Like in the spring show, the autumn 

color show is a combination of wildflowers and deciduous tree/shrub foliage.  The deciduous tree/shrub color can largely be seen from 

the lake itself.  However, most of the autumn wildflowers can only be seen on some of the creeks flowing through the area. These 

creeks are Fox, Hatchet, Hillabee, Crooked, Ketchepedrakee, Wedowee, Mad Indian, etc.  The bottom line is: if you really want to 

appreciate nature’s autumn color in this region, you must go stomping around the woods along these creeks.  Like the spring color 

shows, the autumn ones also vary from year to year in their intensity.  Generally speaking, if we have a sufficient amount of  early 

autumn rain and a couple of hard, early frosts, a more colorful display will result. 

     Although autumn does not officially begin until late September, the areas first autumn colors start in Mid and late August when the 

Turk Cap Lilies (orange and black), Passion Flowers or “May Pops” as we locals call them (purple and yellow), Sumac (reddish 

brown) and Queen Anne’s Lace (white) bloom.  It is also at this time the first crimson foliage colors of the Sassafras, Sumac, 

Sourwood and Black Gum appear. 

     By the first week in September, the Flowering Dogwood leaves are starting to show red color.  At about this same time, the 

wildflowers intensify their bloom with the Cardinal Flowers (red), Indian Paint Brush (red and white), and Swamp Lilies (white).  As 

mid-September rolls around, the Joe Pye Weed (purple), Iron Weed (purple), Thistle (purple), Steeple Bush (purple), Trumpet Creeper 

(orange), and the second crop of Dandelion (yellow) begin their blooms.  By late September, some of the major hardwood trees are 

beginning to show some color.  The Poplars and Sweet Gums are usually the first to do so with their yellows and reds respectively.  

The Witch hazel is also beginning to put on its yellow blooms. Also, wildflowers such as the Golden Rods (yellow), Flea Bane (white 

and pink varieties), Astors (white and purple varieties), Yarrow (white), and Black-Eye Susan’s (yellow with a chocolate center) put on 

colors.  This is also the time to look for the delicious Paw Paw fruits, which turn a yellowish-green when ripe. 

     When October rolls around, other major hardwood foliage begins to show their colors.  Among the Oak family, the White Oaks 

(White Oak, Post Oak, Swamp White Oak, Chestnut Oak, Chinquapin Oak, and Over Cup Oak) usually take on color first.  These are 

followed by members of the Red Oak group (Northern and Southern Red Oak, Cherry Bark Oak, Scarlet Oak, Shumard Oak and Black 

Oak).  The leaf colors on these oak trees vary from yellow to bright scarlet according to the specific variety.  Mother Nature produces 

this color show in our hardwoods through the use of autumn’s shorter days and cooler temperatures. These factors make the amount of 

chlorophyll in the leaves decline.  The Chlorophyll is what gives the leaves their green color.  By contrast, the red, yellow and orange 

pigment in the leaves is enhanced.  The leaves of Hickory, Birch, Ash, Poplar and Sycamore trees are loaded with yellow pigment.  On 

the other hand, Oaks, Sourwood, Black Gum, Maples, and Sumac also carry a predominant red pigment.  The best weather for 

hardwood leaf color is to have sunny days followed by cool nights below 45 degrees, but not below freezing.   On the other hand, rainy 

or cloudy days near peak color, reduces their color intensity.  By now the Dogwood’s leaves are almost all red and the Red Buckeye 

fruits are beginning to fall out of their covers. According to the Creek Indian legend (and adopted by the early white settlers), if you 

collect some of these Buckeye nuts and keep one in your pocket (or purse), you will have good luck.  This is also the time of the year 

that residents of the area begin to see early morning fog form on the lake and local creeks. This fog is caused by the temperature 

differential between the water and air.  By mid-October, the White Oak and Chestnut Oak acorns are the first of the hard mast crop to 

fall, and the leaves of the Hickory trees (Butternut, Pignut, Mockernut, and Shagbark) start to put on their yellow and orange hues. 

Other trees and shrubs also begin their color show at this time, such as the High Bush Blueberries (red), Oak Leaf Hydrangeas (reddish 

purple), and Serviceberry (orange).  Joining the wildflower bloom at this time are the Boneset (white), Camphor Weed (yellow), and 

Strawberry Bush (orange and red).  The Strawberry Bush blooms are rarely seen by even local residents because the deer quickly locate 

and eat them as they bloom out.  The last week in October usually brings our first frosts, therefore accelerating the onset of the color 

show.  Before the month is over, we will probably scrape the season’s first ice off the car’s windshield in the morning, and by now the 

morning fog will be almost a daily occurrence.  Peak foliage usually occurs on the last couple of days of October, but can be as early as 

20 October and as late as the first week in November, depending on the preceding climatological conditions.  This time of the year 

always brings to mind the first verse of Joyce Kilmer’s poem “Trees” – I think that I shall never see a poem as lovely as a tree.” 

     November opens with the maximum autumn color as the foliage is at peak and many wildflowers are still in bloom.  Aside from the 

primary deciduous leaf trees already mentioned, there are many others that contribute to the Autumn color in our area; such as River 

Birch, Ironweed, Beech, Elm, Eastern Redbud, Sycamore, Hawthorne, Black Cherry, Black Locust, Box Elder, Persimmon, Ash 

(White and Green), Catawba, Royal Paulownia, Black Walnut, Honey Locust, and White Basswood.  Also, we should not forget the 

bright greens that the Pine family provides as a backdrop for the autumn colors.  We are blessed to have the Longleaf, Shortleaf, 

Virginia and Loblolly Pines around Lake Wedowee.  Their bright greens add a special dimension and contrast to the deciduous trees 

and wildflower colors during the autumn.  Many of the leaves that peaked out earlier are already starting to cover the forest floor as 

Lake Wedowee residents get out their rakes and leaf blowers.  Mother Nature takes care of its own leaf problem each year by sending a 

strong weather front through our area just after peak foliage.  The high winds and rain associated with these fronts remove most of the 

leaves from the trees.  This is usually followed shortly by our first hard freeze of the season.  But the color show is not entirely over, 

because as mid-Novembers rolls around, we find the Maples (Red and Norway) have saved their brilliant yellows and scarlets for last. 

     Other than the Holly and Winterberry Bush’s bright red berries and the deep blue/purple of the Closed Gentians, Mother Nature’s 

autumn color show on the lake is over.  It is now time for us humans residents of the lake to try our hand at putting on a color show of 

sorts,  Some of us do this by breaking out our gaudy camouflage gear for deer season.  Many others don their crimson and white or 

orange and navy blue school colors in preparation for the “big game.”  Try as we might though, we can not compete with those colors 

that nature has just provided, because as  Joyce Kilmer’s stated in his poem – “Only God can make a tree!”   


